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Preshil teachers work to build relationships of mutual 
acceptance and respect so that each child feels comfortable 
and secure within the classroom setting. Only then can 
children freely engage in inquiry, dialogue and discussion 
with both their teachers and their peers, without worrying 
that their input may be perceived to be inappropriate, or 
open them up to ridicule...

— Courage Document



  reshil is a small, secular, co-educational and fully   
independent school from Kindergarten to Year 12.   Founded 
in 1931, it is Australia’s oldest progressive 

school. The rich philosophy and thoughtful approach to education 
that inspired the formation of the School continues as our own set 
of traditions. The dynamic interpretation of the vision of our 
founding principals (Greta Lyttle and her niece Margaret “Mug” 
Lyttle) maintains our connection to our history, and guides our 
navigation of the future.

At our core remains an unshakeable commitment 
to encouraging all children to set and achieve their own goals and 
to be respected as individuals in their own right. This is a 
commitment to our children to be nurtured and challenged in an 
atmosphere that inspires creativity and independent thinking in all 
areas of life and does not, overtly or subtly, use competition or 
punishment to motivate through the fear of failure.

As global citizens we encourage an awareness of world issues and 
effort to make a positive difference. We believe that education 
should prepare children to be thoughtful, peace-loving and active 
citizens of the world. Preshil will remain a school that puts 
kindness, compassion and social relationships at the centre of its 
operations.

The School’s most fundamental goal is for every student to know 
and accept themselves for who 
they are, to defend their convictions and to question those people, 
actions and conventions that contradict those beliefs. The courage 
of students to question is a cornerstone of our culture.

      SCHOOL 
REIMAGINED

  P 
      

      
   

With the introduction of the International 
Baccalaureate in a progressive setting, we 
are well-positioned in the contemporary 
educational landscape to respond to the 

global reimagining of schooling, never 
having been locked into the factory model 

approach that holds back many other 
schools.

— Marilyn Smith 2019

LIBERATING 
  CHILDHOOD



At Preshil we encourage “students to 
think of Preshil as their own, to be 

able to change it and improve it and to 
make their world a better place.”

— Greta Lyttle c.1940



   THE ARLINGTON 
ENVIRONMENT 

et in rambling gardens, the heritage-listed buildings cluster 
around the original home of Margaret Lyttle; Arlington.

The home-style classrooms, hall and library were designed by the 
highly regarded architect, Kevin Borland, who worked closely with 
the children themselves to create imaginative areas that have 
remained at the forefront of ideas about educational spaces, far 
ahead of the regimentation of conventional classrooms. These 
rooms are welcoming and accommodating; each with a kitchen, 
facilities for collaborative project work and maker spaces for 
creative expression. 

Classrooms have carefully imagined transitional spaces which link 
the rooms and our gardens. Some rooms are elevated, creating 
under crofts which connect play spaces. 

Children find the School’s distinctive physical environment very 
inviting. There are animals that children care for, and the 
workshop is equipped with real tools for the children to use. The 
garden has uncultivated and dense shrubberies, rope swings, trees 
to climb and places to build and construct cubby houses. The 
playground invites imaginative play and exploration.

   IT’S A 
DIFFERENT VIBE
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Manageable risks are encouraged in play and learning where 
children can be ‘courageous’ while they are supported to feel 
proud and confident as they 
grow and learn more about themselves within our environment.

Our own bush nook, The Pines, is a space where a campfire can be 
lit, damper and tea prepared, and waterfalls created. It is our own 
outdoor classroom. Our children are active in the re-generation of 
our bush spaces and encouraged to consider themselves as 
custodians of these special grounds. A thoughtful program of 
outdoor education makes use of our bush nook, then develops to 
see our children venturing off campus to bush school and 
culminating in camping opportunities. This program confirms our 
commitment to the idea of custodianship of our immediate 
environment and the natural world.



       reshil is an International Baccalaureate Continuum 
       
      

School, with authorised Primary Years  
(Kindergarten-Year 6), Middle Years (Years 7-10)   

and Diploma (Years 11 & 12) Programmes. 

These IB Programmes foster a distinctive set of attributes in those 
who undertake them, emphasising the development of the whole 
person, actively cultivating the attributes of our students as 
inquirers; knowledgeable thinkers and communicators who are 
principled, open-minded, caring, courageous, balanced and 
reflective; global citizens with an awareness of their common 
humanity.

The IB framework and the resulting attitudes are perfectly aligned 
and reflect the School’s ongoing commitment to the values of 
individual diversity, collaboration and creativity. These reasons, 
among many others, led to a decision by Preshil to move toward an 
IB-only model.

ACCESSIBLE AND 
FLEXIBLE

P

Within the Primary Years Programme (PYP) children inquire into 
big ideas and pose questions about who we are, how we share the 
planet, how the world works, where we are in place and in time, 
how we organise ourselves and how we express ourselves.

Conceptual lenses are used to focus the ways in which students 
tackle these questions, and the Approaches to Learning describe the 
continuum of skills required to pose, unpack, research and 
communicate their findings.

The IB is flexible, affording each student the opportunity to tailor 
and adapt their learning experience. The IB anticipates learner 
agency is a key to inquiry, and students at Preshil develop the skills 
to co-create their inquiries, their assessments and the tools for 
reflecting on their learning.

THE INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE



The Primary Years Programme (PYP)

The PYP promotes transdisciplinary learning; it acknowledges that 
knowledge is not siloed, but rather connected across the traditional 
curriculum areas. Students are encouraged to see the connected 
nature of their understandings so that a concept such as ‘pattern’ 
can be described through mathematics, science, art, language, 
music, sport etc.

The IB Programmes require rigorous, ongoing and specific 
professional development; our teachers belong to a global network 
of high-performing educators, which shares outstanding resources 
and opportunities for international collaboration.

Through the IB, Preshil students are challenged to 
set goals that support them to reach their academic potential.

It is easy to lose sight of our approach to 
education, which is not that of a 
‘child- centred school’... [but] a ‘task-
centred school’ with its emphasis on 
learning through research, exploring and 
discovering, and drawing conclusions 
about the problem from which the 
challenge or interest has arisen.

— Margaret E Lyttle 1978



INQUIRY BEGINS  

The focus of our Kindergarten program is inquiry-based teaching 
and learning through play, encompassing wondering, exploring, 
investigating, making connections and testing theories. Through 
these activities the Kindergarten teaching team supports the 
development of the skills and attitudes that each child needs to be 
successful as a learner: social skills, self-management, 
communication, thinking and research skills. 

At Preshil we value each child’s perspective as a member of our 
community; we listen to their voice, value their ideas and see them 
as empowered and full of potential. 

THE KINDERGARTEN 
PROGRAM  

 he Preshil Kindergarten is unique in that it is a  multi-age 
program, with our three- and  
four-year-old children sharing each day. The mixed 

age grouping recognises that children learn with and from one 
another. Our Kindergarten sits in the heart of the Arlington campus, 
and the children are active members of our school community, 
taking part in weekly whole school singing, whole school meetings 
and specialist programs of philosophy, physical education, French, 
art and music. Our Kindergarten children join with the wider 
primary school community to take part in these programs and other 
special events, such as our Winter Solstice and termly shared 
lunches called ‘Doo Dah’.
The Biggies and Buddies program begins for the children in our 
Kindergarten, where they each have a special Buddy in the 10s & 11s 
(Years 5 & 6) who comes to visit with them weekly. These 
relationships continue as the children move into their Prep year, 
ensuring a familiar face in the bigger playground.

The philosophical underpinnings of Preshil are established in our 
Kindergarten; the dignity of each child, the physical environment’s 
invitation to play, and the strong relationships between all members 
of our Preshil community. The Primary Years Programme (PYP) 
alongside the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development 
Framework (VEYLDF) are used to support children’s growth and 
guide teaching and learning.

T





  THE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL FIND YOUR 

TRIBE

       
       
       

ur primary school continues to use mixed-age  groupings for 
our children (named for their ages)  with our 6s & 7s together, 
8s & 9s together and our 

10s & 11s together. All classes are taught by teaching teams who can 
be responsive to both the group and the individuals within the 
group. Our children take part in a rigorous and imaginative 
academic program, which balances individual projects, individual 
goal setting and reflective self-assessment with group endeavour. 

Children from 5–11 years of age take part in a full timetable of 
specialist programs including philosophy, art, music, French and 
physical education. Students in our Diploma Programme (years 11 
& 12) are encouraged to meet Creativity Activity and Service (CAS) 
requirements by offering their energies in support of our younger 
children through assisting in programs and in classrooms.

Each class group undertakes the rigorous transdisciplinary 
programme of inquiry as described by the PYP, which incorporates 
mathematics, literacy, science, history and geography and the 
purposeful use of technology. Regular diagnostic assessments are 
used to guide teaching and learning and support the growth of 
academic skills. Children are grouped for teaching and learning; 
these groups being fluid so as to avoid comparison between 
children.

O

Our primary school aligns the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) 
with many longstanding Preshil traditions, those which continue to 
celebrate the capacity for children to work collaboratively, guided 
by their vision, their voice and their ownership. Playmaking, the bi-
annual painting of a set of stage curtains and cubby building are 
examples of this.

Our Biggies and Buddies program furthers a strong sense of 
community. Our 11s spend time each week supporting our 5s 
through literacy and numeracy games and activities. For our 11s, 
they are once more paired with their Biggie, now in Year 12, as they 
graduate from the IB Diploma. The Valedictory Dinner for our 
graduates is hosted at Arlington and tradition requires that it is 
prepared for by the whole of our Arlington community. 

Choosing Time is timetabled for each class and represents our 
desire to support children to make judicious choices regarding their 
learning and to invest in areas of particular interest to them. The 
PYP requires that children identify ways in which they can be 
agents in their learning, utilising design theories and reflective 
practices, to become agents for school-based, local and global 
action. 



Teachers remain highly responsive to individual needs and 
preferences, knowing that the more their skills and overall 
environment can be tailored to meet the individual, the greater 
the likelihood of their successful learning and general 
flourishing within and beyond the School.

— Margaret E Lyttle 1978



PLAYMAKING AND 
PLAYWORLDS

representation and creative, critical and abstract thinking skills. 
Imaginary situations are created as 
a platform for children to thoroughly investigate everyday 
experiences and develop conceptual understandings. For these 
reasons our classrooms all have spaces for open-ended play which 
are furnished by LEGO, dress-ups, home corners and blocks, and 
more structured play with board games, cards, marble runs and 
puzzles.

Playmaking has a long tradition at Preshil and sees a group 

plan, imagine, play and problem-solve their way toward a theatrical 
performance. Playmaking requires the children to create a world 
and inhabit it. In this world the children are the experts. 
Playmaking has endured because it encapsulates what we 
believe about children’s voice and their right to be self-directed. It 
reflects our trust in their ideas, their attempts and their courage, and 
it celebrates their effort. Our Biggies gift a play performance to the 
younger children each year. Playmaking is a philosophy of 
childhood, valuing children and childhood as a special time. 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY

P
 reshil has a long history of honouring the  importance of 
children’s play. Play and imagination   allow children to 
develop important symbolicP



TEACHING THROUGH PLAY
PlayWorlds is a model of teaching which is based on children’s innate motivation to play. PlayWorlds aims to turn this play into learning 
opportunities. Preshil has been a part of Prof Marilyn Fleer’s Conceptual PlayWorlds research. We continue to plan and deliver this 
model of teaching as it represents the best fit with our history and traditions, allows our educators to be creative and inspires children to 
participate in collective learning experiences.

The imaginary PlayWorlds situations are inspired by literature and the characters and scenarios within. The story is shared and 
empathetic connections to the characters are formed. Teachers and children play together as play partners within PlayWorlds and 
problems are posed which the children must resolve. Intentional teaching provides the foundations for knowledge and conceptual 
understanding, which may be required to solve the problem. From this knowledge base, the children play together with the teachers to 
inquire, question, test hypotheses and seek solutions which are reasoned and implemented all within the shared imaginary space.



Art, music, drama are not the frills of education but an 
integral part of it; the part, indeed, which helps the 
soul to blossom.
— Greta Lyttle c1940

ELECTIVES  AND 
EXTRACURRICULAR  

PROGRAMS



Electives

Through our electives program students are organised outside of 
the usual class groupings and are regrouped according to their 
passions and interests vertically, 
so that five-year-olds may explore and develop skills alongside 11-
year-olds. Electives are chosen each term, and children have the 
opportunity to try their hand at many new experiences.

Together, students satisfy their curiosity from rock climbing to 
rocket science, bonsai growing to circus skills, cartooning to 
kitchen garden, art, sport, drama, 3D printing and coding. Our 
hope is that the electives program awakens new passions, satisfies 
areas of fascination and invites experimentation.

Music

Preshil has always taken great pride in the inclusive and rich music 
program on offer across both campuses. We believe that every 
person regardless of age has the right to engage with music in their 
own way, and fear of judgement has no place in a genuine 
performance culture. Ours is a thriving music curriculum.  

In addition to class music, the majority of our students learn one or 
more instruments, with lessons offered in all styles. All our music 
tutors are practising musicians themselves and they model a deep 
love of music and firsthand understanding of the contemporary 
music scene. The success of our program is demonstrated by the 
eagerness of our students to be involved and to perform.

.

Sport

Preshil takes the development of the whole student very seriously 
and recognises that physical health is crucial to overall wellbeing. 
The PYP links the areas of Personal Social and Physical Education 
(PSPE) and provides a structured program of individual pursuits 
and skill development, through to games and adventure challenges, 
movement composition and health-related fitness, to which Preshil 
is committed.

The School provides opportunities to develop teamwork, skills and 
physical challenge beyond the simple measures of winning and 
losing. Although competitive sport is an intrinsic aspect of 
Australian culture, Preshil privileges personal skill development 
over competitive urges or elite sporting ability. Everybody is 
empowered to take part in our PSPE program.

LIBERATING THE 
CURRICULUM



A CONTINUUM OF 
EDUCATION

Arlington students have priority entry into the Secondary School. 

The transition program sees the 11s (Grade 6 students) make 
regular visits to Blackhall Kalimna throughout the year to become 
familiar with the campus and the staff. Having come from 
composite class groupings, they look forward to re-joining their 
former classmates in the Years 7 & 8 cohort. 

 From Arlington, our students bring with them a passion for 
learning and the spirit of creativity and discovery, and they are 
recognised by the secondary staff as being articulate, self motivated 
and adept at advocating for their own learning.

TRANSITION TO 
SECONDARY



Blackhall Kalimna, Secondary Campus

Preshil will continue to challenge its children to 
think and to question, to act and to speak out, 
and to ultimately grow into thoughtful, 
responsible, informed, passionate and 
articulate adults who will do what they can to 
influence the world for the better.
— Frank Moore 2009



Preshil is living proof that a school need 
not be a prison for students’ minds and 
bodies but a place of liberation, a place 
that sets them free.
— Geoff Maslen The Age 1992



AN INDIVISIBLE 
  ASPECT OF  
THE CULTURE

Children are not the people of tomorrow, but 
people today. They are entitled to be taken 
seriously. They have a right to be treated by adults 
with tenderness and treated as equals. They 
should be allowed to grow into whatever they 
were meant to be – the unknown person in each 
of them is the hope for the future. 
— United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

WELLBEING 

 ellbeing is the base upon which we can build a  
constructive association with the world within  and 
around us. At Preshil, wellbeing foundations 

are forged and allowed the space to grow and flourish. 

Our ideal of wellbeing extends to nurturing and valuing 
relationships, creating safe spaces and building strong 
communities. Wellbeing is an ongoing state of nurturing support 
that inspires resilience; it is through such resilience that the often-
harsh realities of life can be more gracefully weathered.

Our approach to behaviour management recognises that mistakes 
happen and issues will arise; ultimately these mistakes are the 
hallmark of learning. We assist children to ‘set things right’ rather 
than punish or blame. This restorative approach applies broadly to 
interactions that play out in classes, in collaboration and in play.

At Preshil, teaching teams take an active role in modelling and 
building positive relationships. These relationships are the 
foundation of connection within our community.
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WHAT
A WONDERFUL

WORLD
IT CAN BE

Preshil is an authorised International Baccalaureate World School for the Primary Years 
Programme, Middle Years Programme and Diploma Programme.

IB World Schools share a common philosophy—a commitment to high quality, challenging, 
international education that Preshil believes is important for our students. Only schools authorised 
by the IB Organization can offer any of its three academic programmes: the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP), the Middle Years Programme (MYP), or the Diploma Programme.

For further information about the IB and its programmes, visit www.ibo.org

Kindergarten & Primary School: 395 Barkers Road Kew VIC 3101  
T 03 9816 7900 
Secondary School: 12-26 Sackville Street Kew VIC 3101 
T 03 9817 6135
E   preshil@preshil.vic.edu.au 
W preshil.vic.edu.au

Enrolment 
Nerel Ezra 
E registrar@preshil.vic.edu.au
W preshil.vic.edu.au/enrolment-process
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