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A truly diverse IB 
Curriculum is offered  
to all students.



  reshil is a small, secular, co-educational and fully   
independent school from Kindergarten to Year 12.   Founded 
in 1931, it is Australia’s oldest progressive school. 

At our core remains an unshakeable commitment 
to encouraging all children to set and achieve their own goals and to 
be respected as individuals in their own right. This is a commitment 
to our children to be nurtured and challenged in an atmosphere that 
inspires creativity and independent thinking in all areas of life and 
does not, overtly or subtly, use competition or punishment to motivate 
through the fear of failure.

As global citizens we encourage an awareness of world issues and 
effort to make a positive difference. We believe that education 
should prepare children to be thoughtful, peace-loving and active 
citizens of the world. Preshil will remain a school that puts 
kindness, compassion and social relationships at the centre of its 
operations.

A  LIBERATED  APPROACH 
TO  SECONDARY   
   SCHOOLING

  P 
      

      
   

With the introduction of the  International 
Baccalaureate in a progressive setting, we are 

well-positioned in the contemporary 
educational landscape to respond to the 

global reimagining of schooling, never 
having been locked into the factory model 

approach that holds back many other 
schools.

— Marilyn Smith 2019



 reshil is now the only school in Victoria to offer the 
IB Continuum of the Primary Years, Middle    
Years and Diploma Programmes exclusively. We are IB specialists, 
with highly qualified, expert IB teachers. We offer a fully inclusive 
approach which ensures that every student benefits from the 
breadth and flexibility of this internationally-endorsed approach 
to learning.

The IB caters for all students prepared to work 
hard. For it to be regarded as suitable only for 
the ‘academic elite’ seriously undervalues, indeed, misrepresents 
the Programmes.

The IB fosters a distinctive set of attributes in those who 
undertake it, emphasising the development of the whole person, 
actively cultivating the attributes of our students as inquirers; 
knowledgeable thinkers and communicators who are principled, 
open-minded, caring, courageous, balanced and reflective; global 
citizens with an awareness of their common humanity.

ACCESSIBLE AND 
FLEXIBLE

P      

The IB is not an expensive “add-on” to our curriculum, which 
means the school can offer a financially accessible IB to many who 
would be otherwise excluded by the excessive costs of the Diploma 
Programme in other schools.

The IB is flexible, affording each student the opportunity to tailor 
and adapt their learning experience. This holistic approach to 
learning is central to the IB and to Preshil’s values and is realised at 
all year levels across the whole school.

The IB Programmes require rigorous, ongoing and specific 
professional development; our teachers belong to a global network 
of high-performing educators that shares outstanding resources 
and opportunities for international collaboration. 

THE INTERNATIONAL   
    BACCALAUREATE



The Middle Years Programme (MYP)

The MYP builds on the strong foundations laid by the Primary 
Years Programme, ensuring a smooth transition into the secondary 
years. Units of Inquiry are based on an expanded set of concepts 
and develop the qualities identified in the IB Learner Profile, where 
students 
are engaged to expand their own learning and have considerable 
input into how that is to be assessed. The MYP encourages inter-
disciplinary learning, imagination and a differentiated approach to 
each student.

The MYP focuses on building these traits; on inquiry-based research 
and higher-order thinking. Students are required to develop their 
individual abilities, 
to question, to be open-minded, thoughtful and compassionate. We 
want them to experience the fun and joy of achievement as well as 
the confidence of finding their own voice and self-acceptance. By 
the end of the MYP they are prepared for something much richer 
and more aligned with tertiary education.

The Diploma Programme (DP)

Like Preshil, the IB acknowledges that for education to be truly 
valuable, it must address the needs of 
the whole person and not simply the academic entity. By 
cultivating self-reflection, foregrounding interconnectedness 
through collaborative learning and community engagement and 
encouraging students to pursue their passions and interests, the 
DP provides this support at the highest level; giving students 
a meaningful educational experience, one that is responsive to 
their needs and will equip them to be active, contributing 
members of a global community.

Through the IB, Preshil 
students are challenged to set 
goals that support them to 
reach their academic potential. 



Children are not the people of tomorrow, but people 
today. They are entitled to be taken seriously. They 
have a right to be treated by adults with tenderness 
and treated as equals. They should be allowed to 
grow into whatever they were meant to be...
— United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child



        

AN INDIVISIBLE 
  ASPECT OF  
THE CULTURE Differentiation is employed by all teachers within their professional 

practice across all subjects. Developing 
‘Individual Education Goals’ for all students underpins the potential 
for a successful Preshil experience.

Wellbeing at Preshil is an evolving space. We acknowledge that the 
importance of wellbeing is emerging as a foundational concept. The 
skills which create a powerful wellbeing practice can be learnt 
and are required to be worked on and progressed throughout the 
schooling journey. As such, these ideals are being filtered through 
into specific curricular endeavours and adapting pedagogic 
approaches of all staff. Keeping with Preshil’s progressive nature, 
wellbeing, being contextual to all persons, is intrinsically 
evolutionary and will be consistently reviewed.
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WELLBEING 

        
        

 ellbeing is the foundation upon which we can  build a 
constructive association with the world within and around 
us. At Preshil, wellbeing 

foundations are forged and allowed the space to grow and flourish. 
Acceptance nurtures and inspires individuals with the courage to 
be and become themselves. At Preshil, the ideal of wellbeing is 
slightly more complex and extends to nurturing and valuing 
relationships, creating safe spaces and building strong 
communities. Wellbeing at Preshil is an ongoing 
state of nurturing support that inspires resilience. It is through 
such resilience that the often-harsh realities of life can be more 
gracefully weathered.

We encourage “students to think of Preshil as their own, to be able to 
change it and improve it and to make their world a better place.” – 
Margaret E Lyttle

We understand that mistakes happen and issues will arise; 
ultimately these mistakes are the hallmark of learning. Our 
behaviour management aims to ‘set things right’ rather than to 
punish or to blame. This learning, in place of being narrowly 
curriculum-based, applies more broadly to wellbeing through 
informal interactions that play out in classes, in the schoolyard and 
online. When issues arise within social contexts there is

“Teachers remain highly responsive to individual needs and 
preferences, knowing that the more their skills and overall 
environment can be tailored to meet the individual, the greater the 
likelihood of their successful learning and general flourishing within 
and beyond the school.” – Margaret E Lyttle



It is easy to lose sight of our approach to education, 
which is not that of a ‘child-centred school’... [but] a 
‘task-centred school’ with its emphasis on learning 
through research, exploring and discovering, and 
drawing conclusions about the problem from which 
the challenge or interest has arisen.
— Margaret E Lyttle 1978



   THE  BLACKHALL 
KALIMNA  ENVIRONMENT 

   reshil challenges and supports every student to     have 
the courage to speak their own truth.     The school’s 
most fundamental goal is for every 

student to know and accept themselves for who they are, to defend 
their convictions and to question those people, actions and 
conventions that contradict these beliefs. The courage of students 
to question and to change their ideas is a cornerstone of our 
culture.

We don’t require our teachers to police petty rules, to discipline 
non-conformity or to punish students who are struggling with their 
learning. We don’t prevent students from experimenting or ‘having 
a go’ in case the result of this experimentation somehow tarnishes 
the school’s reputation. Learning at Preshil is not driven by the 
threat of punishment; students have a voice in their learning and 
are encouraged to use it. We want our students to have the courage 
to embrace their mistakes and learn from them.

Rather than be controlled by rules, students are supported 
to recognise their strengths and find  their own sources of 
motivation. 

  IT’S A 
DIFFERENT VIBE
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The school’s welcoming and comfortable physical environment and 
our inclusive practices work together to ensure that Blackhall 
Kalimna is an inviting and relaxed place. Our students feel at home 
and develop a sense of ownership of, pride in, and respect for the 
spaces and facilities the school provides. This respect extends 
beyond the spaces to the individual. The quality of relationships 
between students and between students and their teachers are core 
values, carried from the earliest years at Arlington, all the way 
through to the final years of secondary school.

The culture at Preshil will not suit students who are unable to form 
respectful relationships.

Preshil students are not required to conform to arbitrary 
conventions to do with hairstyles and dress; we are not stuck with 
systems of oppressive gender stereotyping represented by male and 
female uniforms. We don’t require, or want, all our students to look  
the same. 



  OUR COMMUNITY

   reshil families want their children to achieve 
   at the highest level. They do not, however, accept    that 
this achievement should come at the 

expense of their children’s wellbeing and happiness. They have 
questioned mainstream schooling and are not prepared to subject 
their children to a ‘whatever it takes’ approach to getting a high 
university admission score in order to gain acceptance into a course 
that isn’t genuinely aligned with their goals. The school is sustained 
by a community of students and parents who respect and uphold 
our values. 

Preshil has an exceptional Careers and Course Selection program 
designed to support students to set high expectations of themselves, 
aim for the career path and course they envisage for their life ahead, 
and get there. The school boasts outstanding success in helping 
them achieve their first preference for a tertiary placement, with IB 
graduates highly sought after by tertiary institutions and employers 
alike.

 FIND YOUR 
TRIBE
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The vast majority of Preshil students continue on to tertiary study 
and are represented in all professions; Preshil alumni are found in 
all areas of the arts, 
design and architecture, in many contemporary, entrepreneurial 
businesses, as well as in medicine, science, law, academia and not-
for-profit organisations.

Preshil embraces the aspiring scientist or mathematician as warmly 
as we welcome the musician or artist.

Preshil teachers are vibrant individuals, passionate about teaching 
and embodying the school’s emphasis on respectful relationships. 
Teachers are engaged with their students; they want to get to know 
them and help them flourish as learners, earning the respect they 
need to be effective teachers. The trust and confidence Preshil 
students have in their teachers enables them to feel comfortable 
asking for help and approaching challenges. It also engenders in 
students the understanding that they are acknowledged and 
respected as successful learners and people in their own right.



Preshil will continue to challenge its children to 
think and to question, to act and to speak out, 
and to ultimately grow into thoughtful, 
responsible, informed, passionate and 
articulate adults who will do what they can to 
influence the world for the better.
— Frank Moore 2009



Art, music, drama are not the frills 
of education but an integral part of 
it; the part, indeed, which helps the 
soul to blossom.

— Greta Lyttle c.1940

Electives  and       
extracurricular        
  activities



Electives

Students flourish when they are given a range of different 
opportunities for learning and self expression both within and 
beyond their usual curriculum. This exploration can awaken 
specific areas of interest that may otherwise have been left 
unexplored, and invites experimentation.

With the inclusion of the Arts, STEM becomes STEAM at Preshil, 
bringing creative thought and imagination into everything we do.

Preshil’s extensive STEAM Electives program runs from the 
primary school all the way through to Year 10 with the objective of 
giving students the opportunity to explore a range of creative 
pursuits, sports, work experiences and hobbies. In multi year level 
groups, students test their learning and satisfy their curiosity in 
many different contexts from rock climbing to rocket science, 
bonsai growing to barista, creative writing to kitchen garden.

Please see the electives handbook for further insight into this 
outstanding aspect of the school.

Music

Preshil has always taken great pride in the inclusive and rich music 
program on offer across both campuses. We believe that every 
person regardless of age has the right to engage with music in their 
own way, and that fear of judgement has no place in a genuine 
performance culture.

Ours is a thriving music curriculum. All our teachers are practising 
musicians themselves and they model a deep love of music and 
firsthand understanding of the contemporary music scene.

The majority of our students learn one or more instrument, with 
lessons offered in all styles. 
The success of our program is demonstrated by 
the eagerness of our students to perform, their accomplishments in 
gaining tertiary music places and the sheer number of alumni who 
have gone on to pursue successful careers in the music industry.

Sport

Preshil takes the development of the whole student very seriously 
and recognises that physical health 
is crucial to overall wellbeing. The International Baccalaureate has a 
strong curriculum for Physical Education and Health from 
kindergarten through to secondary school and provides a 
structured program of physical and skills development to which 
Preshil is committed.

Preshil’s Electives Program always includes a number of sporting 
and physical development options, from cycling to swimming, yoga 
to Parkour, fencing to Taekwondo. Although competitive sport is an 
intrinsic aspect of Australian culture, Preshil doesn’t privilege elite 
sporting ability. Everybody is empowered to take part in co-
curricular physical activity and most of our students do take part in 
sport, often at the highest levels of competition, outside of school. 

The school’s curriculum provides ample opportunity to develop 
teamwork, skills development and physical challenge beyond the 
simple measures of winning  and losing,

LIBERATING 
THE CURRICULUM



ELECTIVES  AND 
EXTRACURRICULAR  

PROGRAMS

Camps

Camps at every level of the secondary school broaden the 
curriculum away from the comfort and predictability of suburban 
life that the students are accustomed to. The camps challenge 
students to extend themselves with different cultural experiences 
and with physical and psychological challenges. Through school 
camps we encourage all students to develop a strong sense of 
ecological responsibility and stewardship for the environment.

The Years 7 and 8 camp format is dependent on the cohort at the 
time; students have an input in the style and location of their 
camps. Choices have ranged from interstate trips to adventure 
activities and seaside and surf camps.

Year 9 sees all students undertake the two-week 
Year 9 Experience; a trip from Darwin to Katherine. The students 
attend the Barunga Cultural Festival, south-east of Katherine, then 
travel back to Darwin through the Kakadu National Park. This is a 
demanding trip focusing on engaging with the unique culture and 
environment of this part of Australia, cultivating resilience and 
social interconnectedness.

The Year 10 students are given the opportunity to visit the 
Wollangarra Homestead. Located in the Victorian high country, 
there is no power or internet access available, and the homestead is 
used as a base for overnight hikes and physically demanding 
expeditions. 

The World Challenge expeditions are an integral part of the 
curriculum in Years 11 and 12. As part of the IB Diploma 
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) project, students have the 
opportunity to undertake all manner of adventures and challenges 
to fulfil this aspect of their course.



Preshil is living proof that a school need 
not be a prison for students’ minds and 
bodies but a place of liberation, a place 
that sets them free.
— Geoff Maslen The Age 1992



WHAT
A WONDERFUL

WORLD
IT CAN BE

Preshil is an authorised International Baccalaureate World School for the Primary Years 
Programme, Middle Years Programme and Diploma Programme.

IB World Schools share a common philosophy—a commitment to high quality, challenging, 
international education that Preshil believes is important for our students. Only schools authorised 
by the IB Organization can offer any of its three academic programmes: the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP), the Middle Years Programme (MYP), or the Diploma Programme.

For further information about the IB and its programmes, visit www.ibo.org

Kindergarten & Primary School: 395 Barkers Road Kew VIC 3101  
T 03 9816 7900 
Secondary School: 12-26 Sackville Street Kew VIC 3101 
T 03 9817 6135
E   preshil@preshil.vic.edu.au 
W preshil.vic.edu.au

Enrolment 
Nerel Ezra 
W preshil.vic.edu.au/enrolment-procedure
E registrar@preshil.vic.edu.au
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