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A STEAM approach is intrinsically multi-
disciplinary; it requires collaboration, invention and 
lateral thinking.



      he Electives Program at Preshil is designed to  
      broaden students’ learning within and beyond the 
      curriculum. Providing opportunity for interdisciplinary 
experiences, with weekly classes offering the possibility 
of challenging, extending and deepening knowledge in a 
specific area of study, or of igniting a passion for what may 
have previously merely been a mild interest. Staff, parents, 
past students and supporters outside the immediate 
school are also invited to participate by offering a subject 
they are passionate about and have specialist knowledge 
of.

Each term, students from Prep - Year 6 and Years 7-10 
choose a subject from a variety of topic areas. In the past, 
these areas have included Health & Wellbeing, Sport and 
Physical Development, STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Maths) and Community or School 
Partnerships.

   DESIGNING
OUR FUTURE

T

The Electives Program deliberately fosters 
Preshil’s enduring commitment to making, 

choosing, building, playmaking and 
performing, as described in the Preshil 

Courage Document. 



   CHOOSING AND 
RESPONSIBILITY

      he subject range is ever-growing and evolving  
      depending on student interests, and has included: 

3D Photography, 3D Printing, Acting for Industry 
101, Advanced Keyboard, Arduino, AUSLAN, Barista, 
Biological Illustration, Bonsai, Botany, Creative 
Writing, DIY Science, Drama, Electronics, eTextiles, 
Fashion Illustration, Fencing, Film Appreciation, 
French Conversation, Fundraising, Game Design, 
Glass Art, Glass Making, Hip Hop Dance, Japanese 
Studies, Journalism, Kitchen Garden, Lawn Bowls, 
Lino Printing, Minecraft EDU, Music Industry 101, 
Music Video, Philosophy, Photography, Photoshop, 
Poetry, Publishing, Rock Climbing, Rocket Science, 
Russian, Sculpture & Modelling, Self Defence, Soccer, 
Songwriting, Street Art, Swimming, Taekwondo, Tennis, 
Tenpin Bowls, Textiles, The Art of Pastry, Theatresports, 
Visual Storytelling, Web Design, Writers Club, Yoga & 
Mindfulness, Zines and many others.

SUBJECT SELECTION

T

      tudents are supported through their Electives to 
      work to a high standard at their own pace on a  
      variety of projects. 

The program encourages independence in learning. 
When participants are engaged with tasks that 
interest them, they are more likely to approach 
them with curiosity, take initiative to set and achieve 
goals, ask questions and develop a sense of personal 
responsibility and accountability.

S



By learning to make their own choices in ever more 
significant ways, children begin to learn the importance 
of making good choices and taking responsibility for 
them. When children can understand that their every 
action is the product of a choice they themselves make, 
whether consciously or unconsciously, they become more 
empowered to direct their own lives.
— Courage



Health & Wellbeing

This subject area provides students the time and 
environment to experience balance by developing 
habits for their future health. Subjects offered 
under this umbrella have included elements such as 
mindfulness and yoga, cooking with nutritional foods 
and undertaking authentic physical work through 
gardening and growing their own produce.

The Kitchen Garden Elective is wildly popular among 
Secondary students and is the springboard for 
involvement in the annual Spring Dinner, a ten-course 
degustation hosted and catered for by the students. 

Sport & Physical Development

Preshil is very supportive of all activity that leads to 
physical wellbeing, and does not use the motivation 
of winning or the fear of losing in either academic or 
sporting pursuits. 

Rather than through a compulsory and competitive 
model, a wide range of sport and physical activities 
should be available to everyone.

For this reason, the Sport and Physical Development 
areas are many and varied! Classes have been offered 
in activities such as Fencing, Tennis, Taekwondo, 
Swimming, Boot Camp, Rowing, Cross Country 
Running, Skateboarding, Parkour and Rock Climbing to 
name a few.

SHAPING OUR 
EDUCATION

STEAM

STEAM represents a genuinely transformative approach 
to learning and speaks the language our kids have 
already learned as digital natives.

STEAM supports a very effective style of learning bu 
drawing on a similar (and often ignored) capacity 
of the human brain to cement learning through 
Mnemonics; encoding information in the memory using 
visual imagery.

By integrating Art with Mathematics, or any of 
the STEM subjects with Design, for example, the 
possibilities become endless.

Community & School Partnerships

Students can experience the personal rewards 
that come from contributing to the welfare of our 
community and develop a sense of awareness of their 
common humanity.

Through partnerships, students gain an insight into a 
problem that is not only local, but may also be affecting 
people all over the world on a global scale.



By taking ownership of their education, 
children invest more of themselves and 
are more motivated to learn
— Courage

SHAPING OUR
EDUCATION



WHAT
A WONDERFUL

WORLD
IT CAN BE

Preshil is an authorised International Baccalaureate World School for the Primary 
Years Programme, Middle Years Programme and Diploma Programme.

IB World Schools share a common philosophy—a commitment to high quality, 
challenging, international education that Preshil  believes is important for our 
students. Only schools authorised by the IB Organization can offer any of its 
three academic programmes: the Primary Years Programme (PYP), the Middle 
Years Programme (MYP), or the Diploma Programme.

For further information about the IB and its programmes, visit www.ibo.org

Kindergarten & Primary School: 
395 Barkers Road Kew VIC 3101  
T 03 9816 7900 
Secondary School:
12-26 Sackville St Kew VIC 3101 
T 03 9817 6135
E preshil@preshil.vic.edu.au W preshil.vic.edu.au

Elective Program Coordinator: 
Bronte Howell
E bronte.howell@preshil.vic.edu.au
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