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Albania
Type of Government: Unitary Parliamentary
Constitutional Republic
President: Ilir Meta
Prime Minister: Edi Rama
Capital City: Tirana.
Ideology: Pluralist democracy
Region: Eastern Europe
Neighbours: Montenegro, Kosovo, North
Macedonia, Greece

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 3.1 million.
• Religion: 56.7% Muslim, 10% Roman Catholic, 6.8% Orthodox.
• Age: Median age 36.4 years, life expectancy 78.57 years.
• Ethnicity: 82.6% Albanian, 0.9% Greek, 15% unspecified
• Language: Albanian spoken by 98.8% of the population

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Albania’s domestic politics has a tumultuous history. Since 1998 it has been a Parliamentary

democracy. However before this it has been a monarchy, a republic, a democratic monarchy, and a
socialist republic.

• The President is the head of state and commander in chief, while the Prime Minister is the head of
government.

• The President is elected by a secret vote by the Albanian Parliament. The Prime Minister is elected
by the people for four year terms using a secret ballot system.

• The Parliament is a unicameral body (meaning it only has one body rather than a house of
representatives and a senate). It has 140 members who are all elected for four year terms. Albania
is a pluralist democracy meaning there are many parties, but the majority of seats go to the
Socialist party (who currently hold government) and the Democratic Party of Albania, a
conservative opposition party

• The President, Ilir Meta, was formerly a member of the Socialist party, but left it to found his own
social democratic party. The current Parliament attempted to impeach him for inciting violence and
bias against the Sociliast party, but this impeachment was overruled by Albania’s Constitutional
Court.

• Some of the key issues in Albania include the inefficiency of the bureaucracy, corruption and high
rates of emigration to other states. Rama’s campaign also focused on building Albania’s tourism
sector, rebuilding houses impacted by earthquakes and improving the COVID-19 vaccine rollout.
However, generally the election was heavily focused on personality clashes. Rama accused
opposition parties of having no policies, while they accused him of vote-rigging and corruption.



Foreign policy concerns
• Albania is a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and has strengthened ties

with Western nations since the collapse of Communism in 1990. As one of the more stable Balkan
states, it has been a key regional ally for the United States.

• Albania also has strong diplomatic relations with Italy, Brazil, Greece, Austria, Croatia, China,
Germany, Portugal, United Kingdom, Turkey, Kuwait and Switzerland.

• One of its major foreign policy aims is accession to the European Union. As well as implementing a
range of internal reforms required to meet the Copenhagen Criteria, Albania has joined EU
sanctions against Russia over the war in Ukraine.

• Other regional priorities include helping Kosovo gain international recognition and ensuring that
Albanians living in other Balkan states are granted full rights protections by those states.

ECONOMY
• Albania is the 5th poorest state in Europe. However, this is partially caused by its relatively recent

transition to a free market economy (having previously been a centrally planned socialist economy).
Other than during the COVID-19 pandemic, Albania’s economy has steadily improved since this
transition.

• Albania’s economy is largely based around the service (54.1%), agricultural (21.7%) and industrial
(24.3%) sectors. Within this, energy, mining, metallurgy, hydro power, tourism and textiles are
particularly significant contributors to economic growth.

• Since 2015, Albania has focused on reforms designed to improve tax compliance and reduce
money siphoned away through corruption.

• Major export partners are Italy (45%), Spain (8%), Germany (6%), Greece (5%), France (4%), and
China (4%)

• Major import partners are Italy (28%), Greece (12%), China (11%), Turkey (9%), and Germany
(5%)

MILITARY
● The Albanian Armed Forces consists of the military, navy (including coast guard) and air force. The

Ministry of the Interior includes both the State Police (which includes general police forces, as well
as border and migration police) and the Guard of the Republic who protect senior state officials,
foreign dignitaries and some landmarks.

● Albania spends around 1.4% of its GDP on its military
● There are around 8000 total active duty personnel (6000 army, 1500 navy and 500 air force)
● The military is largely equipped with donated or second-hand European and American equipment.

The USA, France and Germany provide most of this, but none provide a particularly large amount.
● Albania is a NATO member, meaning it

takes part in the air policing mission.
Greece and Italy provide protection for
Albanian airspace.

● Albanian troops are rarely deployed
anywhere. Currently there are 21 people
stationed in Kosovo.
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Brazil
Type of Government: Federal Presidential
Constitutional Republic
President: Jair Bolsanaro
Capital City: Brasilia
Ideology: Multi-party democracy
Region: South America
Neighbours: French Guiana, Suriname, Guyana,
Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, Argentina,
Uruguay

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 217.2 million.
• Religion: 64.6% Roman Catholic, 22.2% Protestant, 8% no religion
• Age: Median age 33.5 years, life expectancy 75.88 years.
• Ethnicity: 47.7% white, 43.1% mixed, 7.6% black, 0.4% Indigenous Brazilian groups
• Language: Portuguese

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Brazil’s federal government is divided into the executive, legislative and judicial branches. The

President, advised by the cabinet, exercises executive power. The National Congress contains two
chambers and exercises legislative power. Courts exercise judicial power.

• Brazil has an unrestricted multiparty system and a high number of political parties. Some parties
are not ideologically consistent and congresspeople regularly switch between parties which makes
it difficult to form electoral coalitions. The Executive often needs to piece together multi-party
coalitions of ideologically differing groups to pass legislation.

• Brazil is also divided into 26 states, which are autonomous sub-entities with their own
governments. Executive power in the states is exercised by a governor who is elected for four year
terms. Each state has a unicameral legislature that votes on state laws.

• The current President, Jair Bolsanaro, has been controversial. He is a vocal opponent of
homosexuality, abortion, affirmative action, secuarlism and drug reform. He also rolled back
protections for Indigenous groups and has contributed to deforestation of the Amazon. His
government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic attempted to play down the risks posed by the
virus, and has been criticised by people across the political spectrum in Brazil.

• Bolsonaro has also claimed that Brazil’s electronic voting systems put the country at risk of fraud,
but has not provided any evidence of this. He has also referred to the Brazilian military dictatorship
of 1964-1985 as a glorious era for Brazil and has praised many contemporary military dictators.
This has led some to argue that Brazil’s democracy is currently under threat.



Foreign policy concerns
• Brazil is both a regional power in Latin America and a leading power amongst developing countries.

Generally Brazil has adopted a multilateral approach to foreign policy, working through the United
Nations and the Organisation of American States.

• It has emphasised regional integration, both through the Southern Cone Common Market
(Mercosur) and the Union of South American Nations. It also has actively sought to strengthen ties
with other Portuguese speaking states.

• Historically its trade relations have prioritised taking a leadership role in expanding ties across Asia,
Africa and the Middle East rather than engaging with the US and EU.

• Brazil is part of the BRICS group (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) which is seen as a
driver in shifting the world’s power balance towards developing states.

• Bolsanaro has adopted a different approach to foreign policy, centred around anti-globalism,
anti-communism and religious nationalism. He has sought to strengthen ties with the USA and
Israel.

ECONOMY
• Brazil is the eighth largest economy in the world, although it is still recovering from a major

recession in 2015-6.
• Brazil is a part of the Mercosur trade bloc with Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. This bloc

included Venezuela until it was suspended in 2017. This bloc negotiates trade agreements as a
single unit. For example, in 2019 it formed a trade deal with the EU.

• The service (67%), industrial (27.5%) and agricultural (5.5%) sectors are the major components of
the economy. Major agricultural products include sugarcane, soy and coffee. It is the world’s
second largest extractor of iron ore, and has a large steel refining industry. Tourism also plays a
major role in its economy.

• Major export partners are China (38%) and the United States (13%)
• Major import partners are China (21%), the United States (18%), Germany (6%) and Argentina

(6%)

MILITARY
● The Brazilian armed forces include an army, navy and air force. There are around 360,000 active

military personnel, including 220,000 in the army, 70,000 in the navy and 70,000 in the air force.
● Brazil spends around 1.3% of its GDP on its military
● There are around 8000 total active duty personnel

(6000 army, 1500 navy and 500 air force)
● Brazil manufactures some of its weaponry internally.

The weapons it imports largely come from the United
States and Europe.

● Brazil technically has 12 months of mandatory military
service for all men. However, in practice, people are
rarely forced to serve against their will.

● Brazil is a major contributor to UN peacekeeping
missions. It currently has troops deployed in 10
different UN Peacekeeping missions. Notably, it was
the leading contributor to the UN intervention in Haiti
between 2004-2017.

● In 2021, Brazil deployed some troops to the Amazon to
combat deforestation.
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China
Type of Government: Socialist People’s Republic
President: Xi Jinping
Capital City: Beijing
Ideology: Socialist, centralist
Region: Asia-Pacific
Neighbours: Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar, India, Bhutan,
Nepal, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Russia, Mongolia, North Korea, South
Korea (by sea), Japan (by sea), Vietnam (by sea), the
Philippines (by sea).

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 1.44 billion.
• Religion: 21.9% folk religions, 18.2% Buddhist, 5.1%

Christian, 1.8% Muslim, 52.2% unaffiliated.
• Age: Median age 38.4 years, life expectancy 77.13

years.
• Ethnicity: 91.51% Han Chinese, 1.3% Zhuang, 7.1%

other.
• Language: Mandarin (official), large variety of Chinese

dialects spoken. Several provinces have other official
languages.

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Chinese government is synonymous with the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), which has

controlled the country since Mao Zedong brought it to power in 1949. Xi Jinping is simultaneously
President of China and General Secretary of the CCP, among many other roles; the recent abolition
of Presidential term limits has been seen as a statement of Xi’s intention to stay in power
indefinitely.

• Despite the CCP’s efforts to centralise power in Beijing, China’s incredibly large and diverse
population increasingly necessitates divestment of power into more local bureaucratic structures.

• It is difficult to characterise the Chinese population as ‘free’ or ‘unfree’. The government has
increasingly granted its citizens economic freedoms for the sake of growth, but still maintains tight
control over speech, the media and the internet, with extensive systems of policing and
surveillance. Despite this, the government refers to its system as having many democratic virtues,
via systems existing within the CCP.



Foreign policy concerns
• Chinese foreign policy is its own distinct set of practices, difficult to compare to that of any other

country, and often tied to its regional interests. For example, China’s relationships with many of its
neighbours are defined mostly by historical conflicts and territorial disputes, and China will not
engage with any state that recognises the independence of Taiwan.

• Further afield, China maintains ties to the world’s remaining socialist administrations, and engages
with the rest of the world by projecting its economic and cultural influence.

• Russia and China are not ‘culturally close’ in the same way as, for example, the UK and US.
However, they are friendly, and at the UN, often find a common interest in prioritizing state
sovereignty.

• Ongoing disputes exist between China and other states in regions such as the South China Sea.
• Disputes over the origins and management of COVID have escalated, and heavily damaged

China’s relationships with the US and many of its allies including Australia.
• China’s Belt and Road Initiative is a key way that it has been building both its economy and its

relationships with countries across the world. While some see it as a soft power tool, there have
also been many allegations of China trapping developing countries into debt to gain power.

ECONOMY
• Since the 1980s, China has considered economic growth its most important vehicle to global

prominence, and has partially marketized its economy in order to achieve this. The results have
been profound, and the Chinese economy is now a behemoth with a central role in global trade.

• China uses its economy, not just to attract revenue, but to project influence. Of late, this has been
particularly visible in Africa, where China invests extremely heavily.

• Major export partners are the USA (17.5%), Hong Kong (10.5%) and Japan (5.5%).
• Major import partners are South Korea (10%), Japan (9.2%), the USA (8.5%), and Germany

(5.4%). 55.4% of China’s imports come from other Asian countries.
• Covid-19 led to the sharpest contraction of China’s industrial output in 30 years. Both internal sales

and exports plummeted in the early months of the year. China is now expected to experience its
slowest economic growth in 30 years.

MILITARY
● The Chinese People’s Liberation Army

contains around 2,035,000 active personnel.
It is split into five branches: the Ground
Force, the Navy, the Air Force, the Rocket
Force and the Strategic Force.

● China’s military is the largest in the world,
and is putting sustained focus into
technological development. Military service is
technically compulsory, but rarely enforced.

● China has been increasingly willing to
dedicate its troops to UN peacekeeping
operations. Its largest deployment was to
Sudan in 2015.
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France
Type of Government: Unitary Semi-Presidential
Constitutional Republic
President: Emmanuel Macron
Prime Minister: Jean Castex
Capital City: Paris
Ideology: Liberal Western democracy
Region: Western Europe & Others
Neighbours: Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany,
Switzerland, Italy, Monaco, Andorra, Spain, the UK (by
sea).

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 67 million.
• Religion: 51.1% Christian, 5.6% Muslim, 39.6% none.
• Age: Median age 41.4 years, life expectancy 81.9 years.
• Ethnicity: No official statistics available. Estimates: 85% white, 10% North African, 3.5% black,

1.5% Asian.
• Language: French (official).

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• French democracy is deeply rooted in secular political

values. Relative to comparable democracies like the UK,
French tradition has been more influenced by left-wing
ideals; however, in 2017, Emmanuel Macron brought to
power a ‘radical centrist’ party, ‘En Marche!’, defeating
both of France’s major historical parties in the process.

• Like other states in Western Europe, French politics has
been influenced by the modern growth of right-wing
nationalism. Marine le Pen is one of the most recognizable
faces of that movement in Europe, but lost the most recent
presidential election to Macron.

• There are high profile protest movements in France,
including the Yellow Vest Movement, criticising the Macron administration’s lack of commitment to
improving conditions for the working and middle class and related issues.

• As of March 2020, Macron’s reform agenda (the cause of the continuing Yellow Vest protests) has
been suspended to allow the government to focus on fighting the coronavirus pandemic. He has
acknowledged that his pension reform is not feasible after the pandemic.



Foreign policy concerns
• France is one of the major players in the European Union.
• France puts significant effort into maintaining its cultural and diplomatic ties with former colonies

(La Francophonie), as well as focusing on projection of cultural influence more generally. This
includes protection of the place of the French language in diplomatic circles.

• France maintains several overseas territories, including French Guiana and the islands
Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte, and Réunion. France has several border and territory disputes
stemming from its colonial past with Madagascar, the Comoros, Mauritius, Suriname, Vanuatu, and
in Antarctica.

• France is usually one of the most enthusiastic proponents for UN intervention in crises, and
dedicates large numbers of troops to peacekeeping.

• France is often reluctant to use its veto in the Security Council.
• France provides significant amounts of development aid, and in 2018 expressed a commitment to

ensuring this aid is sustainable and targeted.
• France is a member of more multilateral organisations than any other country.

ECONOMY
• The French economy is free market oriented and is the second largest economy in the EU.
• The leading industrial sectors in France are telecommunications, aerospace and defense, ship

building, pharmaceuticals, construction, chemicals, textiles, and automobile production.
• Tourism is a key sector, while the traditionally highly-prioritised agricultural industry receives a great

deal of support from EU policies.
• France has invested heavily in nuclear power, and consequently is the smallest emitter of carbon

dioxide among the top 7 most industrialised countries.
• Major export partners are Germany (16%), Spain (7.6%), the USA (7.3%), Italy (7.2%), the UK

(7%), and Belgium (6.8%).
• Major import partners are Germany (19.3%), Belgium (10.6%), the Netherlands (7.9%), Italy

(7.8%), Spain (7%), the USA (5.8%) and China (5.1%).

MILITARY
● The French Armed Forces contain around

366,000 active personnel and is split into five
branches: the French Army, the French Navy,
the French Air Force, the National Gendarmerie
and the National Guard.

● France has a special military corps called the
French Foreign Legion. Members become
French citizens at the end of their service.

● France has been one of the more willing
proponents of EU military cooperation.

● France maintains the third-largest nuclear
weapons reserve in the world.
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Gabon
Type of Government: Unitary Dominant-Party Presidential
Republic
President: Ali Bongo Ondimba
Capital City: Libreville
Ideology: Conservative
Region: Africa
Neighbours: Republic of Congo (aka Congo Brazzaville),
Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, São Tomé and Príncipe (sea
border only)

DEMOGRAPHICS
● Population: 2,119,275 (2018)
● Religion: 75.6% Christianity, 9.8% Islam, 8.1% No religion, 5.7% Traditional faiths, 0.8% Others
● Age: Median age 21 years, life expectancy 69.7 years.
● Ethnicity: Gabonese-born 80.1% (includes Fang 23.2%, Shira-Punu/Vili 18.9%, Nzabi-Duma

11.3%, Mbede-Teke 6.9%, Myene 5%, Kota-Kele 4.9%, Okande-Tsogo 2.1%, Pygmy 0.3%, other
7.5%), Cameroonian 4.6%, Malian 2.4%, Beninese 2.1%, acquired Gabonese nationality 1.6%,
Togolese 1.6%, Senegalese 1.1%, Congolese (Brazzaville) 1%, other 5.5% (includes Congolese
(Kinshasa), Equatorial Guinean, Nigerian) (2012)

● Language: French (official), Fang, Myene, Nzebi, Bapounou/Eschira, Bandjabi

POLITICS

Domestic politics
● Gabon was colonised by the French, and gained its independence in 1960. Since independence,

Gabon has only ever been ruled by the Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG), and has only ever had
three Presidents, with Omar Bongo, the inaugural Vice-President, taking power in 1967 and
remaining there until his death in 2009. He was then succeeded by his son, Ali Bongo.

● The PDG has ruled in a generally authoritarian manner for most of its history, with limited press
freedoms and consistent accusations of electoral fraud. In 1964, the PDG outlawed all other
political parties and instituted single-party rule. When this was met with a military coup aimed at
restoring parliamentary democracy, French armed forces intervened against the Gabonese military
in support of single-party rule. Multi-party elections resumed in 1990, but the PDG have
nonetheless remained in power.

● In November 2009, President Bongo Ondimba announced a new vision for
the modernisation of Gabon, called "Gabon Emergent". This program
contains three pillars: Green Gabon, Service Gabon, and Industrial Gabon.
The goals of Gabon Emergent are to diversify the economy so that Gabon
becomes less reliant on petroleum, to eliminate corruption, and to modernize
the workforce. Under this program, exports of raw timber have been banned,
a government-wide census was held, the work day has been changed to
eliminate a long midday break, and a national oil company was created.



Foreign policy concerns
● Since independence, Gabon has followed a non-aligned policy, advocating dialogue in international

affairs. It has played a role as a mediator in various African conflicts including in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

● Gabon is involved in a maritime boundary dispute with Equatorial Guinea because of disputed
sovereignty over islands in Corisco Bay.

● Since independence, Gabon has been a close French ally. As of 2008, around 10,000 French
nationals lived and worked in Gabon, while France also holds a military base in Gabon.

ECONOMY
● Gabon enjoys a per capita income four times that of most Sub-Saharan African nations, but

because of high income inequality, a large proportion of the population remains poor.
● Despite an abundance of natural wealth, poor fiscal management and over-reliance on oil has

stifled the economy. Power cuts and water shortages are frequent. Gabon is reliant on imports and
the government heavily subsidises commodities, including food, but will be hard pressed to tamp
down public frustration with unemployment and corruption.

● Gabon’s major exports are crude petroleum, manganese, lumber, veneer sheeting, and refined
petroleum.

● Gabon’s major export partners are China (63%), and Singapore (5%) (2019)
● Major imports include poultry meats, excavation machinery, packaged medicines, cars, and rice.
● Import partners include France (22%), China (17%), Belgium (6%), United States (6%), and the

United Arab Emirates (5%) (2019)

MILITARY
● The Gabonese military has approximately 5,000 active personnel. Of this, the Presidential Guard

accounts for approximately 1,800 personnel.
● Gabon spends 0.55% of its GDP on its military.
● Gabonese personnel are part of the UN Peacekeeping mission in the Central African Republic.
● The Gabonese military gets its weapons primarily from France and the USA.
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Ghana
Type of Government: Unitary Presidential Republic
President: Nana Akufo-Addo
Capital City: Accra
Ideology: Conservative Liberal Democracy
Region: Africa
Neighbours: Togo, Côte d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso

DEMOGRAPHICS
● Population: 32,103,042 (2022)
● Religion: 71.3% Christian, 19.9% Islam
● Age: Median age 21.5 years, life expectancy 64

years.
● Ethnicity: 45.7% Akans, 18.5% Mole-Dagbon, 12.8% Ewe, 7.1% Ga-Adangbe, 6.4% Gurma, 3.2%

Guan, 2.7% Gurunsi, 2.0% Mande, 1.6% Other / Unspecified
● Language: English (official), Dagaare, Dagbanli, Dangme, Ewe, Frafra, Ga, Gonja, Nzema, Twi,

Fante, Ghanaian Sign Language

POLITICS

Domestic politics
● As a unitary presidential republic, the President of Ghana is both the Head of Government and

Head of State, and is directly elected, while the Parliament uses 275 single-member constituencies
with a first-past-the-post voting system. Ghana has a predominately two-party system, with
President Akufo-Addo being part of the centre-right New Patriotic Party (NPP), with the opposition
being the centre-left National Democratic Congress (NDC). Together, these two parties hold all but
one seat in parliament, with these seats split exactly evenly, making the one independent member
the deciding vote in parliament, though the independent was formerly elected as a member of the
ruling NPP.

● Ghana was previously part of the British Empire, having been known as the “Gold Coast”. Ghana
gained its independence in 1960, with its first President, Kwame Nkrumah, pursuing a socialist and
pan-Africanist agenda. Nkrumah was removed in a coup in
1966, generally believed to have been backed by the CIA.

● Allegations of electoral fraud are common in Ghanian elections,
and it is described as a flawed democracy by the Economist
Intelligence Unit. Transparency International ranks Ghana as
the 73rd least corrupt nation in the world, out of 180- making
Ghana one of the least corrupt nations in Africa.

● Economic Development remains a key issue in Ghana, with
some 11.3% of the population living below the poverty line. This
is nonetheless better than most nations in sub-saharan Africa.



Foreign policy concerns
● Ghana was the home of former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, and it has been actively

engaged with the UN since independence.
● Ghana was a founding member of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), members of which seek to

pursue a foreign policy independent of global superpowers. The movement was founded during the
Cold War as an alternative to aligning with either the USA or USSR, but Ghana has remained an
active participant since the end of the Cold War.

● Ghanian foreign policy is often characterised by its collaborative approach to regional issues.
Ghana is an active member of the African Union, and strongly believes in regional economic and
political cooperation.

ECONOMY
● Ghana has the world’s 73rd largest economy, compared to the 47th largest population. It is

generally considered to be a lower-middle income country, with a market economy and relatively
few barriers to trade and investment.

● Ghana’s exports totalled US$25.6bn in 2019, with gold, crude petroleum, cocoa products,
manganese, and cashews being the key products. Gold in particular makes up nearly half of
Ghana’s exports.

● Key export partners include Switzerland (23%), India (17%), China (12%), United Arab Emirates
(8%), and South Africa (8%)

● Imports totalled US$26.9 (2019) with the major products being metal tubing, ships, cars, refined
petroleum and rice

● Major import partners include China (24%), Nigeria (22%), and the United States (5%)

MILITARY
● The Ghana Armed Forces (GAF) represent a

unified command of the Ghanian army, navy and
air force.

● Ghana has approximately 15,500 active military
personnel, and spends 0.4% of its GDP on the
Armed Forces.

● Military equipment for the GAF comes from all
over the world, with suppliers including the USA,
China, Russia and the EU.

● Ghana is an active participant in UN
Peacekeeping missions, with GAF members
serving in current UN Peacekeeping Missions in
Lebanon, the Democratic Republic of Congo and
Sierra Leone. The Kofi Annan International
Peacekeeping Training Centre is also located in
Ghana.

● The GAF has military cooperation agreements
with Russia, China, Iran, and some other regional neighbours.
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India
Type of Government: Quasi-Federal Democratic Republic
President: Ram Nath Kovind
Prime Minister: Narendra Modi
Capital City: New Delhi
Region: South Asia
Neighbours: China, Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Myanmar

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 1.39 billion
• Religion: Hinduism (79.8%), Islam(14.23%), Christianity

(2.3%), Sikhism (1.72%)
• Age: Median age 28.4 years, life expectancy 70.42 years.
• Ethnicity: Indo-Aryan (72%), Dravidian (25%), Mongoloid and other (3%)
• Language: Hindi, English

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• India is a quasi-federal system of government, meaning

that there is both a central government and many state
governments with constitutional limitations on power.

• While after gaining independence there were over 200
political parties, there are now two major parties. The
ruling right-wing Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party and the centre-left Indian National Congress.

• Indian domestic politics has become increasingly
dynastic since the 1980s, with certain families producing
multiple prime ministers. This has led some to question
how democratic India is.

• The Indian population is quite divided by factors
including ethnicity, religion, language and caste. Some
parties are explicitly aligned with certain groups, while others attempt to cater to a wider
demographic

• High rates of poverty and unemployment are key issues for many Indian citizens.
• The Modi government’s Hindu Nationalist policies have contributed to increasing rates of political

violence against Muslims and political opponents of the BJP, including students and academics.

Foreign policy concerns
• India has become a prominent regional power and a nuclear power.
• It is part of the BRICS group of major emerging economies with Brazil, Russia, China and South



Africa and was a founding member of the New Development BRICS bank.
• India was the founding member of the Non-Aligned Movement-- a group of developing states that

are not formally aligned with any major power bloc. One of the key current criticisms made by the
Non-Aligned Movement is that the UN, particularly the Security Council, is distortive of the current
realities of global politics and gives too much power to certain member states.

• While some of India and China’s incentives are aligned, their relationship has been strained, and
throughout 2020 and early 2021 they engaged in some armed border skirmishes. The US and India
also have a somewhat troubled history, but do engage in strategic partnerships including agreeing
to share sensitive satellite data with each other in late 2020.

ECONOMY
• India is one of the world’s largest and fastest growing economies. Between 2014 and 2018 it

surpassed China to become the world’s fastest growing economy. It has good long term growth
prospects due to its young population.

• Nearly 60% of India’s domestic GDP is driven by private consumption. The rest is fueled by
government spending, investment and exports.

• However, despite this economic success, India has relatively high poverty rates and large slums in
many cities as income disparity is very large.

• Major export partners are the United States (17%), the United Arab Emirates (9%) and China (5%)
• Major import partners are China (15%), the United States (7%), the United Arab Emirates (6%) and

Saudi Arabia (5%)

MILITARY
● The Indian Armed Forces contain around

1.45 million active personnel (1.25 million
army, 65,000 navy, 140,000 air force).

● Most of India’s military equipment is Russian
but it also has a domestic defence industry
that can produce air, land, missile and naval
weapons systems that it uses domestically
and exports.

● India has deployed troops in many UN
missions and is the third largest contributor
to UN peacekeeping forces. Indian forces
are deployed in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Golan Heights, Lebanon and
South Sudan
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Ireland
Type of Government: Unitary parliamentary
republic
Head of State: President Michael D. Higgins
Head of Government: Taoiseach Micheál
Martin
Capital City: Dublin
Ideology: Christian-Democratic Conservative
Region: Western Europe and Others
Neighbours: United Kingdom (land border
with Northern Ireland, sea border in the Irish
Sea)

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 5,224,884 (July 2021 est.) 122nd in the world
• Religion: Roman Catholic 78.3%, Church of Ireland 2.7%, other Christian 1.6%, Orthodox 1.3%,

Muslim 1.3%, other 2.4%, none 9.8%, unspecified 2.6% (2016 est.)
• Age: Median age 36.5 years, life expectancy 82.3 years
• Ethnicity: Irish 82.2%, Irish travelers 0.7%, other White 9.5%, Asian 2.1%, Black 1.4%, other

1.5%, unspecified 2.6% (2016 est.)
• Language: English (official, the language generally used), Irish (Gaelic or Gaeilge) (official, spoken

by approximately 39.8% of the population as of 2016; mainly spoken in areas along Ireland's
western coast known as gaeltachtai, which are officially recognized regions where Irish is the
predominant language)

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Ireland is currently governed by a grand

coalition of the traditionally dominant centrist
parties of Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael after the
most recent election in 2020. Both parties
are traditionally christian-democratic
conservative, having led Ireland towards a
more neo-liberal economic environment.

• The 2020 election saw an increase in
support for the more left-wing Sinn Féin, who
gained an additional 15 seats to see a total
of 37, just one seat behind Fianna Fáil’s 38.

• In the 2020 election, 40% of voters identified
healthcare as the most important issue as
there is a severe shortage of hospital beds and resources. Housing prices and homelessness were
the next largest concern.



Foreign policy concerns
• Ireland is one of the world’s most respected nations in a diplomatic sense, with its unique history

providing it with a unique perspective which allows Ireland to find common ground with almost
every nation in the world.

• Ireland was part of the United Kingdom until the Irish War of Independence in 1921, with a split
between the more protestant north and the more catholic south. This led to decades of violence in
the north known as “The Troubles” due to the oppression of the catholic minority, and a desire for a
“united Ireland”. The Troubles ended with the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. This agreement
included a guarantee of free movement between Ireland and Northern Ireland, which was a point of
controversy during Brexit negotiations.

• Ireland is often sympathetic to countries resisting occupation and colonialism due to its own history
of struggle with the United Kingdom. This motivated the Irish Parliament to unanimously condemn
Israel in 2021 over its treatment of the Palestinians.

ECONOMY
• Ireland has a reputation as a tax haven, with little to no company tax, along with its membership of

the EU and English as a first language, making it an attractive place for foreign companies such as
Google and Apple. It is currently opposing the US’ efforts to set a global minimum tax rate.

• Concerns over the impact of a no-deal Brexit complicating economic relations with the UK were
predicted to slow Ireland’s economic growth and lowered consumer confidence.

• In the early 2000s, Ireland had one of the highest rates of poverty in the European Union. While
there are still issues with income inequality, the poverty rate has dropped to 6.7%.

• Ireland uses the Euro.
• Major export partners are the United States( 28%), Belgium (10%), Germany (10%), the United

Kingdom (9%), China (5%) and the Netherlands (5%)
• Major import partners are the United Kingdom (31%), United States (16%), Germany (10%), the

Netherlands (5%) and France (5%)

MILITARY
● The Irish Defence Force has approximately 8700 active personnel (7000 army, 1000 navy, 700 air

force).
● Military spending usually constitutes around 0.3% of GDP
● Ireland has a very small stock of weaponry, all of which is

imported. Most of this is imported from the UK, and
occasionally some weapons are imported from other
European countries.

● Ireland has small numbers of troops deployed on UN
missions. 130 are deployed at Golan Heights and 340 are
deployed in Lebanon. 
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Kenya
Type of Government: Representative democracy
President: Uhuru Kenyatta
Capital City: Nairobi
Ideology: Democratic
Region: East Africa
Neighbours: Sudan, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Somalia and
Uganda

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 54.91 million
• Religion: 33.4% Protestant, 20.6% Catholic,

20.4% Evangelical Christian, 7% African Instituted
Churches, 11% Muslim

• Age: Median age 20.1 years, life expectancy 67 years.
• Ethnicity: Kenya has many ethnic groups that have often come into conflict. They include the

Kikuyu (17%), Luhya (14.3%), Kalenjin (13.3%), Luo (10.7%)  and Kamba (9.8%)
• Language: Swahili, English and 66 other languages (mostly local languages)

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Kenya has been relatively stable since it gained

independence in 1963, although there have been a
few notable scandals. After the 2007 Presidential
elections widespread violence broke out. This led to
UN intervention and a mediation led by Kofi Annan
which resulted in a grand coalition government
forming

• A new constitution was adopted in 2010. There has
been reasonable stability since then.

• Government leaders have stressed the importance of
freedom of expression and respecting human rights,
but there are still many allegations of severe
repression and abuse by security forces.

• Uhuru Kenyatta was first elected in 2012 and was reelected in 2017. In 2018 he shook hands with
long term rival Raila Odinga, which many saw as signalling that Kenya could now focus on stability
and economic growth

Foreign policy concerns
• Kenya is part of many international organisations, including notably the African Union and African

Development Bank. It is also a member of the IMF and WTO
• Kenya heavily prioritises regional economic and political development, as this is the best way to



ensure that the region remains stable and prosperous. However, it also looks to form relationships
with countries outside of Africa for both trade and diplomatic relationships. It prioritises fair trade in
these relationships.

• The environment is also a key area of priority for Kenya. It is a major player in the United Nations
Environmental Program and advocates for other states to minimise their environmental impact.

• Kenya is often aligned with China, India, Russia and Brazil. It maintains some ties to Western
powers, most notably the UK, but also often blames them for economic and political instabilities.

ECONOMY
• Kenya has a market economy. Its major industries include agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining,

manufacturing, energy, tourism and financial services. It has the third largest economy in
Sub-Saharan Africa, trailing only South Africa and Nigeria.

• GDP growth under the Kenyatta government has remained above 5% per annum. However, there
are still some concerns that Kenya’s growth might not be sustainable due to it accruing debt. The
current debt level is equivalent to 65% of GDP.

• In Kenya’s 2030 growth plan, tourism, agriculture, wholesale/retail trade, manufacturing and IT
services were identified as priority areas. In 2018, universal healthcare, manufacturing, affordable
housing and food security were identified as the top 4 policy priorities.

• Major export partners are Uganda (10%), United States (9%), Netherlands (8%), Pakistan (7%),
United Kingdom (6%), United Arab Emirates (6%), Tanzania (5%)

• Major import partners are China (24%), United Arab Emirates (10%), India (10%), Saudi Arabia
(7%), Japan (5%)

MILITARY
• The Kenyan Defence Force has approximately

24,000 personnel (20,000 army, 1,500 navy,
2500m Air Force)

• Military spending constitutes around 1.3% of
GDP

• Since 2010, the military has begun efforts to
modernise. It has received modern weapons
from China, France, Italy, Jordan, Serbia, South
Africa, Spain, and the US.

• Kenya currently has 3650 troops deployed in
Somalia as part of the African Union Mission in
Somalia. 170 Kenyans have died on this
mission.
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Mexico
Type of Government: Federal Constitutional Republic
President: Andrés Manuel López Obrador
Capital Cities: Mexico City
Ideology: Liberal democracy
Region: North America
Neighbours: USA, Guatemala, Belize (land). Cuba and
Honduras (maritime)

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 130.22 million
• Religion: 82.7% Catholic, 9.7% other Christian
• Age: Median age 29.2 years, life expectancy 75.4 years.
• Ethnicity: Mexico does not collect census data on ethnicity, and most of the population is mestizo

(mixed race)
• Language: Spanish (official), English, German, various Indigenous languages

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Mexico is a federal presidential democratic republic with a congressional system. There are four

major political parties. Of these, the National Revolution Party (PRI) has been dominant for the last
70 years, with only short stints out of office. However, in 2018, the leftist National Regeneration
Party (MORENA) took power as the leader of a three party coalition in a landslide victory.

• In the 1980s there were allegations of electoral fraud, which led to the creation of the independent
Instituto Federal Electoral, who now oversee free and fair elections.

• The Mexican government has historically been seen as a
relatively corrupt institution, with corruption costing the
country up to 10% of GDP. Many claim it has failed to
adequately take on drug cartels, and some
entrepreneurs see corruption as part of doing business.

• Crime and poverty were two of the key issues for voters
in the 2018 election. In the May before the election,
Mexico experienced 2900 murders, so the voters wanted
a candidate who could offer a new perspective on
combating crime.



Foreign policy concerns
• Mexican foreign policy is centred around respecting international law, nonintervention in the

domestic affairs of other states, peaceful resolution of conflict, and promoting global security
through participation in organisations such as the United Nations.

• Its foreign policy is also closely tied to the United States. Since the 1960s, it has often attempted to
assert independence from the US through actions like supporting Cuba or criticising the US’
support of military regimes in Africa. However, the US remains its largest trade partner so it is
usually not directly adversarial.

• Mexico has also been a leader amongst Latin American countries. It has advocated for a unified
Latin American response to the United States, and was a founder of the Contadora Group in 1983,
which sought to find a Latin American solution to the deteriorating situation in Central America.

• Free Trade became a central feature of Mexican foreign policy in the late 1980s. Several bilateral
Free Trade Agreements were signed and Mexico entered into the NAFTA agreement (which was
replaced by the USMCA agreement in 2020).

ECONOMY
• Mexico has experienced unprecedented macroeconomic stability. Interest rates and inflation are at

an all time low, and GDP per capita is increasing.
• Income inequality is a major problem in Mexico, and the gap between the wealth of the richest and

poorest 10% of the population is one of the highest in the world. Around ⅓ of the population lives in
poverty, with 9% of the population in extreme poverty. Despite this, Mexico only spends around ⅓
of the OECD average on poverty alleviation.

• Mexico is an export oriented economy, and over 90% of its exports occur under Free Trade
Agreements (it has over 40 FTAs). Its major exports include cars and vehicle parts, computers and
crude petroleum.

• Its largest export partner in the United States (75% of total exports). The Canada, the EU, Japan,
Israel and many Central and South American countries make up the remaining 25%

• Its major import partners are the United States (54%) and China (14%)

MILITARY
● The Mexican Armed Forces have around 270,000 active

personnel (200,000 army, 60,000 navy, 8,000 air force).
● Mexico consistently spends around 0.5% of GDP on its

military.
● While Mexico produces a lot of its own military equipment

including naval vessels and light armoured vehicles, it
also imports many military supplies from the USA.

● The age of compulsory service in Mexico is 18 years old,
with selection being determined by lottery.

● Mexico’s troops have often been deployed to provide
disaster relief in Central America. President Obrador has
expanded the military’s duties to cover more domestic
security issues including combating drug cartels, border
control and even some infrastructure projects.
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Norway
Type of Government: Constitutional monarchy
King: Harold V of Norway
President: Erna Solberg
Capital City: Oslo
Ideology: Liberal Western democracy
Region: Northern Europe
Neighbours: Finland, Russia, Denmark

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 5.46 million
• Religion: 68.7% Lutheran, 3.4% Muslim, 3.1% Catholic
• Age: Median age 39.8 years, life expectancy 83 years.
• Ethnicity: 83.2% Norwegian, 8.3% other European, 1% Sami (Indigenous people of Norway)
• Language: Norwegian and Sami

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Norway has many political parties. The current Prime Minister, Erna Solberg leads the

Conservative Party, who have formed a coalition government. Despite this large number of parties,
the government has consistently been relatively stable.

• Norway has a very strong human rights record. In particular, its freedom of the press is regularly
ranked as the highest in the world. Individual
liberties and civil rights are priorities for all sides
of politics in Norway.

• In the last election climate change and
healthcare were identified as the two issues that
were most important to voters. Voters of the right
wing Progress Party identified immigration,
health, crime and transport as their top priorities.

• However despite this focus on the climate,
Norway is quite dependent on producing oil. The
Solberg government was re-elected on a
platform of cutting taxes to stimulate growth in
the oil industry.

Foreign policy concerns
• Norway is a member of NATO, which helps to shape many of its foreign policy priorities.

Additionally, while it is not a member of the EU, it is part of the European Economic Area so it
maintains close relations with the EU. It is also a member of the Nordic Council and works closely



with other Nordic states.
• Norway prioritises collective action as the way to solve issues. As well as actively participating in

NATO and the UN, Norway has acted as a mediator in many disputes, including helping to forge
the Oslo Accords between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organisation. Some have accused
Norway of supporting separatist groups when it engages in mediations.

• Some have labelled Norway’s foreign policy as ‘status seeking.’ They regularly engage in activist
foreign policy to help stand out amongst small powers and gain the respect of great powers.

• Norway is committed to a rules based international order that should bind both large and small
powers.

ECONOMY
• Norway has a highly developed mixed economy and its citizens enjoy some of the highest

standards of living in the world. It is one of three countries to have a GDP per capita of over
$70,000 USD (excluding microstates).

• Norway’s financial reserves and welfare largely rely on profit derived from the exploitation of natural
resources. Most notably, North Sea Oil plays a vital role in the Norweigan economy.

• Norway’s trade policy focuses on harmonising with the EU, but it has repeatedly decided not to join,
which has forced it to be more self reliant than many other European states.

• Major export partners are the United Kingdom (18%), Germany (14%), Netherlands (10%), Sweden
(9%), France (6%), United States (5%)

• Major import partners are Sweden (17%), Germany (12%), China (8%), Denmark (7%), United
States (6%), United Kingdom (5%), Netherlands (5%)

MILITARY
● The Norweigan Armed Forces have approximately 23,000

active personnel (8500 Army, 3500 Navy, 3500 Air Force,
7,500 other including cybersecurity specialists and active
Home Guard)

● Norway spends about 2% of its GDP on the military. It
imports most of its weapons. Most come from the US, but
France, Italy, South Korea and Spain also are major
exporters.

● Norway currently has troops deployed on two NATO
missions. 100 are deployed in Afghanistan and 120 are
deployed in Lithuania.

● Norway technically has a form of mandatory service, but in
practice almost no-one who does not want to join the
military is forced to serve.
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Russia
Type of Government: Federal Semi-Presidential
Constitutional Republic
President: Vladimir Putin
Capital City: Moscow
Ideology: Authoritarian, nationalist
Region: Eastern Europe
Neighbours: Norway, Finland, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, China, North
Korea, Japan (by sea), the USA (by sea)

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 145.9 million
• Religion: 15-20% Russian Orthodox, 10-15% Muslim, 2% other Christian. Higher proportions of

the population are non-practicing but religious.
• Age: Median age 38.9 years, life expectancy 71 years.
• Ethnicity: 77.7% Russian, 3.7% Tatar, 1.4% Ukrainian, 1.1% Bashkir, 1% Chuvash, 1% Chechen.
• Language: Russian (official), several local languages.

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Vladimir Putin has held near-unquestioned power in Russia since his unexpected ascension in

2000 (notwithstanding his ‘trade’ of the presidency with Dmitri Medvedev). Elections in Russia are
generally regarded as illegitimate by international observers, amid allegations of vote-rigging and
tight state control of the media; nonetheless, Putin’s actual popularity with citizens should not be
underestimated, with his modern platform growing
increasingly nationalistic.

• President Putin has adopted a nationalistic ideology.
Putin was elected to a fourth term as president in
2018, and continues to implement policies that have
been criticised by organisations such as Amnesty
International for being repressive.

• Russia’s enormous size and number of minority
ethnic groups lends itself to a very decentralized
government. Outside of major population centres,
government power is more often exercised by local
governors and mayors.



Foreign policy concerns
• Russia is often the leading voice of dissent against the idea of Western-led interventions in other

states’ affairs. Most recently, Russia has taken a strident stance against the US-UK-France
coalition intervening in Syria. Its pro-sovereignty stances often put it on the same side as China.

• Russia attempts to maintain relations with its former Soviet sphere of influence through the
Commonwealth of Independent States. However, some former allies have turned decisively against
its priorities, most notably Ukraine. In response, Russia has been accused of backing separatist
movements in several surrounding states with funding and materials.

• There have been claims of Russian interference in foreign elections and politics, in regions as
widespread as the United States and other regions in Eastern Europe. Russia is often criticised by
Western governments for abuses of human rights including LGBT+ rights, media freedom, and
reports about killed journalists.

• In 2018, the death of diplomat Sergei Skripal triggered a diplomatic crisis between Russia and the
UK. This has triggered retaliatory expulsions of diplomats between Russia and several of the UK’s
Western allies.

• Russia is subject to a number of economic and diplomatic sanctions from Western countries.

ECONOMY
• Transitioning Russia to a market-based economy was a far-from-smooth process in the 1990s. The

resulting modern Russian economy is competitive, especially in resource and metal production, but
still strongly state-influenced in key industries, and regarded by many observers as rife with
corruption.

• The economy is heavily dependent on oil and gas exports, and has proven susceptible to sharp
plunges when global commodity prices drop. Transitioning to renewable energy would cause
significant impacts to the Russian economy.

• Major export partners: China (12.5%), Netherlands (9.7%), Germany (7.6%), and Belarus (4.9%).
• Major import partners: China (21.6%), Germany (11%), and the USA (6.3%).

MILITARY
• The Armed Forces of the Russian Federation contain just over 1 million active personnel. They are

split into six branches: the Ground Forces, the Aerospace Forces, the Navy, the Strategic Missile
Troops, the Airborne Troops, and the Special Operations Forces.

• Conscription is employed in Russia, although
the military is growing less dependent on that
mechanism for its numbers. Non-Russian
citizens of the Commonwealth of Independent
States are also allowed to enlist.

• In 2014, the Russian military was widely
acknowledged to have intervened in Crimea,
effectively acquiring that territory for Russia.
This annexation is considered illegitimate by
most other states, although Russia considered
it to have occurred via democratic referendum.
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United Arab Emirates
Type of Government: Federal Presidential
Elective Constitutional Monarchy
President: Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Prime Minister: Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum
Capital City: Abu Dhabi.
Ideology: Tribal autocracy
Region: Middle Eastern (on the Security Council
as representative of the Asia-Pacific Group)
Neighbours: Saudi Arabia, Oman

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 9.9 million.
• Religion: 76% Muslim (official religion), 9% Christian, 15% other
• Age: Median age 36.4 years, life expectancy 78.57 years.
• Ethnicity: 11.6% Emirati, 59.4% South Asian (38.2% Indian, 9.5% Bangladeshi, 9.4% Pakistani),

10.2% Egyptian, 6.1% Filipino
• Language: Arabic (official language), English, Hindi, Malayalam

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• The UAE is a federation of seven monarchies, each of which is ruled autocratically. There are no

formal democratic institutions within the state.
• By convention, the ruler of Abu Dhabi is the President and head of state and the ruler of Dubai is

the Prime Minister and head of government.
• Each monarchy (or emirate) reserves significant power including control over mineral rights. This

has meant that federal power has developed very slowly, as each emirate had its own government
prior to the establishment of the UAE.

• The seven rulers of the emirates form the Federal Supreme Council. There is also a Council of
Ministers (or cabinet) led by the Prime Minister, There is also a Federal National Council which acts
as a consultative body. 20 of its members are selected by the emirate rulers and the other 20 are
technically elected (but only by the 12% of Emirati citizens who are hand-selected to have voting
rights). There is also an independent Federal judiciary.

• The Federal government is responsible for foreign affairs, security and defence, immigration,
education, public health, currency, postal and telephone services, air traffic control, labour
regulation, banking, issues regarding territorial waters and the extradition of criminals. The federal
government is barred from interfering in other areas by the constitution.

• Since 2007 the government has launched the UAE government strategy, designed to modernise
and reform a wide range of policy areas, aiming to meet international standards. This helped the
UAE to avoid any major protests or uprisings during the Arab Spring.



Foreign policy concerns
• The UAE has strong diplomatic and economic relations with a wide range of states. It has engaged

in many international institutions including the UN, IMF, World Bank, Gulf Cooperation Council,
Arab League and Organisation of Islamic Cooperation.

• It plays a strong role in the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), which has
substantial control over global oil prices.

• The UAE is part of the non-aligned movement, meaning that it is not aligned with any major power
bloc or superpower. It engages with all of the USA, EU, Russia and China.

• Other regional priorities include helping Kosovo gain international recognition and ensuring that
Albanians living in other Balkan states are granted full rights protections by those states.

• The UAE has promised to use its security council term to strengthen ties between the Arab League
and the UN. It has also advocated for the strengthening of the Gulf Cooperation Council’s defence
force and increased defence integration within the region.

ECONOMY
• The discovery of oil 60 years ago revitalised the UAE’s previously impoverished economy. Since

then the economy has diversified with the oil and gas sector now only comprising 30% of its GDP.
The UAE has a strong trade surplus and high income per capita.

• A central feature of the UAE’s economy is its free-trade zones. These zones allow for 100% foreign
ownership of companies with complete import and export tax exemptions, full repatriation of profits,
no personal income tax and corporate tax exemptions for 50 years. These attract large amounts of
foreign investment and industry to the UAE.

• The UAE is the largest consumer market and the second largest exporter in the region (following
Saudi Arabia)

• Despite being a major oil exporter, the UAE also has heavily invested in renewable energy projects
internally and internationally, and was one of the first oil producing countries to ratify the Kyoto
protocol. It has committed to reaching net zero emissions by 2050.

• Major export partners are India (11%), Japan (10%), Saudi Arabia (7%), Switzerland (6%), China
(6%) and Iraq (6%)

• Major import partners are China (15%), India (12%) and the United States (7%)

MILITARY
● The UAE’s Armed Forces consist of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Presidential Guard and Critical

Infrastructure and Coastal Patrol agency. Each emirate also maintains its own police force.
● The UAE spends 5.6% of its GDP on the military. This is the eighth highest percentage of GDP

spent on the military in the world.
● There are around 65,000 active military personnel. This

includes 45,000 in the army, 3000 in the navy, 5000 in the
air force and 12,000 in the Presidential Guard.

● Most of the UAE’s military equipment is modern, imported
goods. It imports from more than 20 countries. The top
suppliers are France, Russia and the USA. In recent years it
has made efforts to boost its domestic defence industry.

● All men between the ages of 18-30 must complete
compulsory national military service for 11 months. This was
introduced in 2014.

● There are a few hundred UAE troops deployed in Yemen. It
also maintains military bases in Eritrea and Somalia
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United Kingdom
Type of Government: Unitary Parliamentary
Constitutional Monarchy
Prime Minister: Boris Johnson
Capital City: London
Ideology: Liberal Western democracy
Region: Western Europe
Neighbours: Ireland, France (by sea), the
Netherlands (by sea), Belgium (by sea)

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 68.22 million
• Religion: 40% Christian (official religion), 3% Muslim, 2% Hindu, 51% none
• Age: Median age 40.5 years, life expectancy 80.8 years.
• Ethnicity: 87.2% white, 3% black (mostly African/Caribbean descent), 2.3% Indian, 1.9%

Pakistani.
• Language: English (official); Scots, Gaelic, Welsh, Irish and Cornish all recognised local languages

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• British democracy is the product of a dense web of traditions and conventions, and is still heavily

informed by the events of the 20th century. The broad post-World War II welfare system and the
decolonization of its former Empire have had notable effects on British ‘national’ identity.

• Nationalistic concerns about immigration, and loss of control over policy, drove the British public to
vote to leave the European Union in 2016. Contemporary domestic politics continues to deal with
the fallout from this vote.

• After a long negotiation period, the United
Kingdom left the European Union at 11pm on
January 31st 2020. This began a transition period
that concluded on December 31st 2020.

• Even post-Brexit, the UK has retained a strong
relationship with the EU including retaining free
trade.However freedom to live and work between
the EU and UK without a visa has ended.

• In general, social and political freedoms are high in
the UK, with a strong tradition of democracy.



Foreign policy concerns
• The UK has worked to position itself as the key diplomatic link between the USA and Europe.

Through various international organizations, NATO being chief among them, the UK has
established strong security and trade links with all ‘Western’ states.

• This international presence extends to the UN more generally, where the UK is a leading
contributor in funding and peacekeeping.

• The UK’s involvement with Europe has been complicated by Brexit.
• The UK has also, through its leading role in the Commonwealth of Nations, maintained meaningful

ties with its former colonies.
• In 2018, the UK’s relationship with Russia devolved into a diplomatic crisis, following accusations

that Russia poisoned a British agent.
• The UK has territorial disputes with Spain over Gibraltar, with Mauritius and the Maldives over the

Chagos Archipelago, and with Argentina over the Falkland Islands.

ECONOMY
• While the UK’s security policy is dominated by its US partnership, its economy relies on Europe.
• The UK has retained some economic integration with the EU by retaining free trade. However,

leaving the EU has allowed it to enter into unilateral free trade discussions with countries like the
US, Australia and New Zealand

• The UK’s economy is diverse and highly advanced. Its finance industry is world-leading, while its
agriculture is efficient and technologically sophisticated even by European standards. The resource
extraction industry, on the other hand, has been in decline for some time.

• Major export partners are the USA (18.6%), Germany (8.7%), the Netherlands (6.9%), France
(6.6%), and Ireland (6.0%).

• Major import partners are Germany (11.6%), the USA (10.9%), the Netherlands (7.4%), China
(6.8%), and France (6.4%).

MILITARY
● The British Armed Forces contain around

192,000 active personnel. It is split into four
branches: the British Army, the Royal Navy, the
Royal Marines and the Royal Air Force.

● The Armed Forces are deployed extensively in
overseas bases, including in Qatar, Germany,
Kenya and Nepal among several others,
enabling worldwide response to security issues.

● Since 2000, the UK has been involved in
interventions in the Balkans, Cyprus, Sierra
Leone, Libya, Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. These
interventions have ranged from peacekeeping to
anti-government measures.

● The UK joined France and the US in strikes on
Syria in April 2018.
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United States of
America
Type of Government: Federal Presidential
Constitutional Republic
President: Joe Biden
Capital City: Washington, D.C.
Ideology: Liberal Western democracy
Region: Western Europe & Others
Neighbours: Canada, Mexico, Cuba (by sea),
the Bahamas (by sea), Russia (by sea)

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 322.8 million.
• Religion: 67.3% Christian, 2.1% Jewish, 1.6% Mormon, 0.8% Muslim, 22.8% none.
• Age: Median age 38.1 years, life expectancy 80 years.
• Ethnicity: 76.5% White, 13.4% Black, 5.9% Asian, 1.3% Native American.
• Language: English, Spanish widely spoken.

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• American politics is deeply polarised. A strong system of checks and balances on the power of the

federal government makes it difficult for new bills to be passed as the two major parties, the
Republicans and the Democrats, agree on very few policies. This has been inflamed by Donald
Trump claiming the 2020 election was stolen, which triggered violence and an attempted
insurrection at the Capitol on January 6 2021.

• The USA grants a great deal of legislative power to its state governments. This leads to wide
inconsistencies in the laws of different states, often rooted in significant ideological differences in
different states’ voting populations.

• Particular issues of recent significance in political debate
have been immigration, gun control and taxation.

• There has been a growth in anti-institutionalist sentiment in
the US, with growing numbers of voters voting for
candidates who appear to be outside of the traditional
framework of the major parties.

• Under President Donald Trump, the US adopted
anti-globalisation and multilateralism policies, including
protectionist economic policies.

• Race and class divides continue to be a source of tension
in American politics, and inform policy debates and social
movements. The widespread Black Lives Matter protests in



2020 returned the government’s focus to the issue.

Foreign policy concerns
• In the wake of the end of the Cold War, the USA has been regarded as the world’s foremost military

and economic superpower. Extensive international military deployment, extensive promotion of free
trade, and longstanding prominent involvement at the UN and other major bodies (e.g. NATO) have
all been manifestations of the US’ international influence.

• The Trump administration’s foreign policy has been considered unpredictable. However, while its
priorities have been prone to rapid shifts, its core themes have usually stayed true to traditional
American doctrine: projection of American power through military influence, particularly in the
service of ideologies such as democracy, remains a major theme. President Biden has signalled his
intent to engage more closely with institutions like the UN than Trump did, including re-entering the
Paris Climate Accord.

• The US has retained a number of close allies in regions around the world.

ECONOMY
• Internationally, the US is the most notable proponent of free trade, especially through its

contributions to the World Trade Organization. However, the Trump administration showed an
unusual willingness to consider protectionist policies, including tariffs on imports from major trading
partners.

• The American economy is highly diverse and, at its most competitive levels, very technologically
advanced.

• Advancement of the economy has not been uniform, and a significant proportion of the
working-class population has suffered the effects of rising inequality. Companies in the US enjoy
very low levels of regulation, and the government enacts comparatively low levels of welfare.

• Major export partners are the European Union (18.7%), Canada (18.3%), Mexico (15.9%), China
(8%), and Japan (4.4%).

• Major import partners are China (21.4%), the European Union (18.9%), Mexico (13.2%), Canada
(12.6%), and Japan (6%).

MILITARY
● The United States Armed Forces contain around 1.4 million active personnel. They are split into six

branches: the Army, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Air Force, the Coast Guard, and the Space
Force.

● The United States Congress spends a significantly greater amount of its yearly finances on the
military than any other state.

● U.S. troops are deployed in well over 100 countries, for a multitude of reasons.
● The US has a history of supporting military

intervention in conflicts and to prevent
terrorism. This was notable during the
2001-2014 War on Terror, which included
an invasion in Afghanistan, and invasions
of other states including Iraq.

● The US has been involved in the Syrian
conflict, and has engaged in airstrikes on
the region (including in joint coalition with
the UK and France since April 2018).


